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One problem, more than any other, dominates human history B the problem of how we deal
with those who are different than us. Human beings share a vast catalogue of commonalities. Our
genetic differences are negligible; women and men are equally creative and capable; those we label
as ill or old or disabled are no less virtuous, deserving, or capable of contribution than others; and
people from all cultures and societies share similar aspirations to be safe, to be loved, and to feel

fulfilled. In sum, the similarities that unite human beings by far overshadow their differences.

Why is it then that our differences dominate discourse on every level B political, legal, social
and domestic? Our headlines tell the story. East against west in the cold war. Serb against Croatin
the Balkans. Hutus against Tutsi=s in Rwanda- Burundi. Barely do these crises subside that a new
schism seizes the front pages - fundamentalist Islam versus the western world. On the legal, social
and domestic front we debate our differences with passion -- the right of women to equal pay, the

legitimacy of same-sex families, the place of religion in public life.

Tonight I propose to explore with you this issue. Why does difference dominate? How can
we better manage difference? Canada, like other countries, has struggled with these questions.
Sometimes we have answered them with exclusion and violence. Yet even in our beginnings we
find another response B the response of respect, inclusion, and accommodation. Accommodation, in

this context, means more than grudging concessions. Accommodation, in the strong sense in which I
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